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INTRODUCTION

The 2021 fiscal year was a decisive 
one for the Neutra Institute for 
Survival Through Design (NISTD). Most 
importantly, it marked the transfer of 
three Neutra-designed properties from 
the Dion Neutra Trust to the Institute 
permitting NISTD to begin the fulfillment 
of its mission. 

The NISTD was established in 1962 by 
architect Richard J. Neutra (1892-1970) 
as a vehicle for attracting funding 
for environmental psychology and 
neuroscience research for the 
architecture and design community. 

Although this vision was never fully realized, the Institute operated 
for almost 50 years, under Richard Neutra’s architect son, Dion 
Neutra, with a focus on preservation practice for Neutra-designed 
buildings. As part of his estate plan, Dion bequeathed the ownership of 
three Neutra-designed properties: the Neutra Office Building (Richard 
Neutra, 1950), Dion Neutra/Reunion House (Richard Neutra, 1950) and 
Treetops Apartments (Dion Neutra, 1982) to the Institute to use in 
furthering its mission. 

The Institute’s mission is to preserve and use the Neutra legacy to 
promote creative research and design that benefits people and the 
planet. This mission connects Richard Neutra’s original vision for the 
NISTD with Dion’s preservation efforts and ensures its relevancy in 
the future. 

During the 2021 fiscal year (April 1, 2021-March 31st, 2022), the Institute 
embarked on the first of many projects designed to fulfill its mission. 
While the NISTD spent much of the previous year listening and 
planning, 2021 was a year of action. The Institute’s accomplishments 
fell into four basic themes: Restoration, Education, Celebration, and 
Publication.

Dion, Raymond, Richard, Frank 
& Dione Neutra, c. 1950
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It is the policy of the NISTD to model best practices 
in preservation stewardship. To this end, the Institute 
engaged Barbara Lamprecht, Ph.D. and Taylor Louden 
to address deferred maintenance issues and begin 
restoration work in the upper apartment at the 
Neutra Office Building. 

Given that the Neutra Office Building is designated 
as Historic Cultural Monument #676, water damage 
repair was undertaken guided by the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards and informed by historic 
plans and photos. As part of this work, acoustical 
ceiling tiles were replicated and replaced in-kind, and 
original interior paint colors, including the use of 
Neutra Brown, were restored. 

On the exterior of the apartment, rotting original 
wooden facia was replaced in-kind, a balcony planter 
box rebuilt, and new manually-operated sun shades 
were re-installed. 

After years of deferred maintenance, the Institute 
also worked to repair and clean up the exterior 
of the building, including restoration of the sign, 
graffiti removal, landscape pruning, and a fresh coat 
of paint to make the building a source of pride within 
the Silver Lake community. These efforts are the first 
of many repair and restoration projects that will 
both protect the Neutra legacy at the Office and 
create viable future uses for the space. 

To aid in its stewardship efforts, the Institute also is 
working with John Berley, who volunteers as owner’s 
representative, to guide and coordinate repair work, 
educational activities at the buildings, and tenant 
relations. John is past-president of the Society of 
Architectural Historians/Southern California 
Chapter and recently retired from architectural 
practice with Frederick Fisher and Partners, 
Architects (ff&p). 

Additionally, the Institute has established its first 
“night watchman” at Reunion House, with Josh 
Gorrell living on the premises full time.

RESTORATION

2

Restored Upper Apartment interior

Restored rear fascia, planter box 
and updated paint colors

Restored signage, new planting 
and updated paint colors
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EDUCATION

During 2021, the NISTD also embarked on the first 
of many projects using the Neutra buildings for 
educational purposes. 

The restoration of the upper apartment, as described 
above, enabled the Institute to begin the realization 
of its vision to create “virtual apartment museums.” 
Through a generous donation from Christian & Cristina 
Cigrang, the Institute engaged filmmaker Josh Gorrell, 
in collaboration with Barbara Lamprecht, to create 
ten-minute and three-minute educational videos on the 
psychological effects of natural light and how it can 
enhance the quality of life in multi-family housing. It 
is the Institute’s intent to make a video for each of the 
three buildings in the Institute’s portfolio. The Neutra 
Office Building contains two apartments, Reunion 
House has a garage apartment, and Treetops is a triplex 
of rental units.  These videos will be accessed by a QR 
code on stanchions outside of the buildings for visiting 
tourists and on the Institute website

Neutra is chiefly known for his work in single-family 
residences, but his ideas are essential to other property 
types. With Los Angeles experiencing a shortage of 
rental housing, the NISTD believes it can contribute to 
a broader regional dialogue through these educational 
videos. 

The second educational project undertaken by the 
Institute in 2021, was the collaboration with the 
University of Southern California (USC) School of 
Architecture’s Heritage Conservation program to use 
Reunion House as the major fieldwork project for 
arch 551: Conservation Methods and Materials. In this 
graduate-level course, students meet at Reunion House 
several times during the semester to identify, document, 
analyze, and make recommendations for preservation 
treatments to materials and systems such as wood, 
roofing, hvac, plumbing, electrical, flooring, windows 
& doors, and landscape. The end-product of the class 
will be the preparation of a Historic Structures 
Report. Under the guidance of renowned preservation 
architect and educator Peyton Hall, areas of deferred 
maintenance and repair are identified and catalogued, 
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USC students watch lecture by 

Barbara Lamprecht.

USC students with plans of 

Reunion House.

Student documents conditions at 

Reunion House in February 2022.

with appropriate treatment recommendations meeting the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards. Reunion House is Los Angeles Historical 
Cultural Monument #1229.
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In addition to arch 551, one student is also preparing a semester project 
testing a phone-based Matterport scanning app using Reunion House as 
the subject property.

During the 2021 fiscal year, the remaining plans, photographs, and 
ephemera donated by the Dion Neutra Trust to Special Collections at 
the University of California, Los Angeles were also transferred to 
that institution. NISTD is in the process of cataloging the remaining 
archival material and identifying ways to make it available to scholars. 
This includes plans and ephemera associated with Dion Neutra’s own 
practice.

Arthur L. and Kay Koblik Johnson

As part of the Institute’s ongoing outreach program, Raymond 
Neutra conducted an interview with the sons of Reunion 
House’s original builder and owner, Arthur Johnson. The sons, 
Mark and Eric, were able to share memories of their parents 
including photos of their wedding at Reunion House.

Kay Koblik Johnson, their mother, was actually lucky enough 
to have lived in two homes by Richard J. Neutra. The first, the 
Koblik Residence (1937) nearby in Silver Lake was built for 
Kay and her first husband, Harry Koblik.  According to Steven 
Koblik, Harry’s nephew, Kay and Harry met while she was 
studying and he was teaching art at City College. When Harry 
died suddenly of a heart attack in 1949, Kay found herself 
widowed, with two young sons. Kay was then introduced to 
Art Johnson, who was building what would become Reunion 
House, by neighbor Mary Mocine. They were married there in 
June of 1952.

Kay and Art had two more boys and lived in Reunion House 
until Art was called back to the Midwest after his father’s 
passing. Kay was an artist all her life, working in watercolors 
and textile art. The Institute hopes to honor Kay and 
Art through the acquisition of some of Kay’s artwork for 
permanent display at Reunion House.
(Photos courtesy of Mark Johnson)

Reception in the garden

Wedding on the Hearth, 1952

With Reunion House now in the possession of the NISTD, the Institute 
can begin planning for a scholars-in-residency program.  The Institute’s 
first visiting scholar-in-residence is scheduled for a short stay in April 
2022: Professor Paul Chamberlain, Director of Lab4Living. Strategic 
Research Centre, Sheffield Hallam University, U.K.  During his stay, he 
will confer with other Los Angeles academic experts in housing for 
the aged.
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CELEBRATION 

Part of the Institute’s mission is to celebrate creative 
research and design that benefits people and the 
planet. During 2021, the NISTD furthered its efforts 
to build a partnership between the University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and Perkins Eastman 
for a post-occupancy valuation on the University 
Elementary School/Corinne E. Seeds Elementary 
School (Neutra and Alexander, 1957). 

Neutra’s design for University Elementary School 
featured large expanses of glass enabling indoor-
outdoor classroom activities, connecting 
children with nature, and capitalizing on Southern 
California’s favorable climate. With classroom 
ventilation made more relevant by the covid-19 
pandemic, the intent of the post-occupancy 
evaluation study is to identify how the school has 
and will perform in changing times, including in the 
face of global climate change.

The Institute is also pleased to report that it has 
been selected by the Environmental Design Research 
Association (EDRA) to conduct a symposium at 
its June 2022 Conference on Health in All Design. 
Raymond Neutra will be joined by Barbara Lamprecht,  
NISTD board member James Wise, and advisory board 
member Lisa Heshong to discuss how Richard Neutra’s 
ideas are relevant to today’s challenges. The intent 
of this panel is to encourage more scholarship on 
neuroscience and design that benefits people and the 
planet, and to demonstrate how Richard Neutra’s 
ideas can be relevant in these efforts. 

University Elementary School, 1957
Photo by Raymond Neutra

 
What is “Biorealism” ?

“Biorealism” is a term coined by Richard Neutra to capture his recognition of “the inherent and inseparable relationship between man and 
nature” as well as his philosophical approach to design. By combining “bio” and “realism,” Neutra was signaling the priority he gave to respecting 
the constraints and possibilities human biology presents for design. Biology doesn’t change with fashion and he believed that it demands an 
evidence-based and biophilic approach to design. 

Biorealism was meant to firmly separate himself from the other Modern architects that were his contemporaries. In our more intellectually 
fragmented 21st century, it takes at least four different intellectual disciplines to capture what he meant by it. 

The first of these we today call “evidence-based design.” It means that Science informs design decisions to ensure that they are made on the 
firmest possible grounds.  The second of these is neuroscience, because Neutra believed that the evidence needed for good design could be 
found in the basic physiology and neural functioning of humans.  The third is what now is recognized as “Biophilia,” the deep connection that our 
physiological and neural operations have to the natural world around us.  The fourth is captured in what today we call “sustainability.” It means 
that the designs we create should support us and maintain us into a future with its own new challenges, and help us preserve all that we want to 
about the values we find and imbue into our lived world. 

Biorealism is all that! 

University Elementary School, 1957
Photo by Rayond Neutra
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PUBLICATION

During 2021, the NISTD furthered its commitment 
to supporting scholarship on Richard Neutra. The 
Institute contributed to the english translation 
and publication of Richard Neutra: Encounters 
with Latin America — showcasing the architect’s 
important and understudied projects and how 
they influenced his practice. Author Catherine 
Rose Ettinger, PhD launched the book at VDL 
House and the Institute coordinated an Authors 
on Architecture event in December 2021 with the 
Society of Architectural Historians/Southern 
California Chapter that drew viewers from all 
across the globe.

Further, the Institute financially supported the 
reissue of Richard J. Neutra’s 1954 manifesto, Survival 
Through Design (2022, Atara Press), which features 
a new introduction by Barbara Lamprecht and 
annotated text. The book is expected to be available 
for purchase later this year.

Lastly, a hardcopy version of Raymond Neutra’s 
book, Cheap and Thin: Neutra and Frank Lloyd Wright 
has now been made available through Amazon under 
the imprimatur of the Neutra Institute Press.

CONCLUSION

The Neutra Institute for Survival Through Design is delighted to begin 
the stewardship and programming activities associated with its mission. 
The Institute is moving slowly and thoughtfully about how to use its 
assets to preserve the Neutra legacy and to use it to promote creative 
design that benefits people and the planet. As new opportunities and 
partnerships reveal themselves during the coming fiscal year, the 
organization seeks to bring the work of Richard, Dion, and Dione 
into contemporary culture and let it serve as inspiration for a new 
generation.

Donate!
The Neutra Institute for Survival Through Design is a nonprofit 501c3 organization.

We welcome your donations in support of our activities.  Email: raymondneutra@gmail.com for more information.
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The NISTD Board of Directors

Raymond Richard Neutra, President
Dr. Neutra, a physician and environmental epidemiologist, is the youngest son of Richard Neutra. 
After a public health career in environmental medicine and epidemiology at UCLA and Harvard 
University, and the California Department of Public Health, he has been drawn back to the legacy 
of his father and brother. He has been active in the preservation of the Neutra VDL Studio and 
Residences and several other Neutra projects. In addition to preservation, he endorses the Neutra 
commitment to socially and ecologically responsible design inspired by evidence.  

Rochelle Neutra, FNP, MSN, Vice-President
As a clinician, Rochelle has worked with low-income and underserved communities in the SF Bay 
Area and split her time between advocacy, direct patient care in safety-net clinics and clinical 
research. She served as the Medical Clinic Director at the Native American Health Center 
in SF and conducted NIH sponsored research at UC San Francisco and UC Berkeley. As an 
undergraduate, she studied Language and Cultural Studies at UC Santa Cruz and obtained a 
Master’s degree in Nursing at UCSF. 

Michael J. Gibson, Treasurer
Mike is a lawyer, architectural historian, and preservationist. He practices law in Southern 
California, specializing in business and real estate transactions. He serves as an officer and director 
of the Society of Architectural Historians and the Charnley-Persky House Museum Foundation, and 
as a trustee of the California Preservation Foundation. As an independent scholar, Mike’s article 
surveying Catholic church design in post-war suburban Los Angeles was published in Modernism 
and American Mid-20th Century Sacred Architecture. Mike holds professional degrees in law from 
UCLA and heritage conservation from USC. 

Sian Winship, MHP, Secretary
An architectural historian, marketing researcher, and writer, Sian specializes in modern architecture 
and cultural history. As President of the Society of Architectural Historians/Southern California 
Chapter, she curated numerous architectural tours and events. She is the author of the award-
winning Japanese American Historic Context for SurveyLA, and a contributing author to the 
book William Krisel’s Palm Springs. Sian was the recipient of the 2019-2020 Friends of Residential 
Treasures (FORT) Fellowship. She holds a Master’s in Historic Preservation from USC. 

James A. Wise, PhD, Member at Large
Dr. James A. Wise is retired after a 40-year career as a university professor, consultant, and 
government scientist at a national laboratory. His Bachelor and Ph.D. degrees are in Experimental 
and Mathematical Psychology at the University of Washington. Jim focused his research career 
on issues of human-centered design. His work includes interior design to deter bank robberies, 
habitability in spacecraft, visualization of text documents, and fractal design enhancements for 
medical wards. He is widely published in academic and professional literatures, holding research 
awards in Industrial Design, Architecture, and Electrical Engineering. He leads the local citizen’s 
organization, Sustainable Tri-Cities, in south-east Washington State. 

Marlow Hoffman, Member at Large
Marlow is a seasoned arts professional, content creator, and social media strategist who elevates 
engagement and brand awareness through storytelling. She worked at the Eames Office for ten 
years before joining MORE Health as the marketing associate. From 2015 to 2020, she served 
as a Friends of Clyfford Still steering committee member, fostering a community of like-minded 
ambassadors for the museum’s membership. Marlow obtained a dual degree in art history and 
Italian language from Washington University in St. Louis and an MFA from Boise State University 
in visual art. 


