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NEUTRA SYMPOSIUM AT EDRA

In June, the Institute was featured at the Environmental
Design Research Association (EDRA) annual conference
in Greenville, South Carolina at an event entitled “How
Richard J. Neutra's Survival Through Design Foresaw
Health In All Design.” The symposium presenters
advocated for the insertion of Neutra’s theoretical

work into the canon of behavioral design research in
architectural and environmental design practice.

Panel presenters included James A. Wise, Environmental/
Design Psychologist; Neutra scholar Barbara Lamprect,
Ph.D.; and Lisa Heschong, architect and author. Attendees
were primarily unaware of Neutra's work on physiological/
experimental psychology and architecture, so the session
proved eye-opening for practitioners. The NISTD
continues to work with EDRA on future programming.

MICHAEL ARBIB:
WHEN BRAINS MEET BUILDINGS

The Institute also hosted a hybrid program featuring
author Michael Arbib, whose book, When Brains Meet
Buildings, discusses the nexus of neuroscience and
architecture. In addition to sharing contemporary
examples of buildings that utilize neuroscience in

their design, Arbib discussed Richard Neutra’s ideas
about Biorealism and how science has advanced

the architectural practice. The Institute attracted an
international audience for this program via Zoom as well
as a local one: the Neutra Office served as the broadcast
location for the event.

FRESH BREW: SFAIA SEMINARS

Richard Neutra was also the topic of three Fresh

Brew seminars conducted by the AIA San Francisco in
collaboration with the Center for Architecture + Design.
The series explored the connection between Neutra

and Frank Lloyd Wright, Neutra’s prescient quest for
architectural wellbeing, and Neutra’s architecture of social
concern featuring his prefabricated community, Avion
Village (1941, Richard J. Neutra). Fresh Brew is a series of
morning conversations about architecture and design.
Listen at https://us4.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]
&u=6ace6a53f124f57350c266ec1&id=8a05418045
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WHAT IS BIOREALISM?

“Biorealism” is a term coined by Richard Neutra to
capture his recognition of “the inherent and
inseparable relationship between man and
nature” as well as his philosophical approach to
design.

By combining “bio” and “realism,” Neutra was
signaling the priority he gave to respecting
the constraints and possibilities human biology
presents for design.

Biology doesn’t change with fashion, and he
believed that it demands an evidence-based and
biophilic approach to design.

Biorealism was meant to firmly separate

Neutra from the other Modern architects that
were his contemporaries. In our more intellectually
fragmented 21st century, it takes at least four
different intellectual disciplines to capture what he
meant by it.

The first of these we today call “evidence-based
design.” It means that science informs design
decisions to ensure that they are made on the
firmest possible grounds.

The second of these is neuroscience, because
Neutra believed that the evidence needed
for good design could be found in the basic
physiology and neural functioning of humans.

The third is what is now recognized as “Biophilia,”
the deep connection that our physiological and
neural operations have to the natural world around
us.

The fourth is captured in what today we call
“sustainability.” It means that the designs we
create should support us and maintain us into a
future with its own new challenges, and help us
preserve all that we want to about the values we
find and imbue into our lived world.

Biorealism is all that!
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SEE WHAT'’S INSIDE!

The Meutra Institute for
Survival Through Design invites you to
SCAN these QR CODES

to access 3 separate interior experiences

of this Building.
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Rochelle visiting the Casa
Estudio Max Cetto, 1949, near
Mexico City. Neutra & Cetto
worked together in the 1930's.
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NEUTRA INSTITUTE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Raymond Neutra, President
Michael Gibson, Treasurer

Sian Winship, Secretary

James A. Wise, Member at Large
Marlow Hoffman, Member at Large

The Institute is also grateful to our many volunteers.
Visit neutra.org for the full list of volunteers.
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